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UNEXPLORED
FESTIVAL
TRIBES

EVERYONE
TO

TELL

STORY

HAS

A

A GROUP OF 
PEOPLE IN A 
SOCIETY LINKED 
BY SOCIAL OR 
ECONOMIC TIES, 
CULTURE OR 
DIALECT.

define



GLASTO, GREEN MAN, COACHELLA, 
BURNING MAN, READING -

Mention any festival and the festival-goer stereotypes flood, 

dance, wiggle and shuffle to mind.

The Wilderness festival ‘tribe’ was described by one side-eyed 

observer as “rangy, tanned, free-spending WASPS. Healthy 

looking “gap yah” kids. Prosecco-tipsy Mums giving it some 

Stevie Nicks in their old Alice Temperley florals and Boden 

Dads teaming up their multiple rubber VIP pass bracelets with 

raspberry coloured pants and peacock feathers.”

When Bottle went to Wilderness, did we see the Stevie Nicks’ 

wannabes and the Boden dads?

Yeah. 

That’s why it was also predictably full of vegan food trucks, 

dreamcatchers and Jose Cuervo. 

But then we took a closer look, and went hunting for a few 

mini-tribes. 

SO HERE IT IS

Our guide to the festival tribes we saw, and some of the 

(more surprising) brands that might be missing a trick...
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THOM
FOOLERY

tribe

UNEXPLORED
FESTIVAL

TRIBES

ATTRIBUTES
Jonty, Felicity, Piers, Isabelle, Edmund, 

Sara, Jolyon, Lizzy, Rupert, Catty and 

Miles. This group don’t do camping 

like the rest of us. It’s a lifestyle that 

believes that there is always someone 

judging them and so ‘summer casual’ 

includes chinos and a cravat in 30 

degree heat.

Money is no object for these daytime 

loungers. A good night includes 

Peruvian Marching Powder and some 

controversial techno before heading 

back to the yurt.

A SOUND BITE
“I think i’d like to do the gin tasting 

before I start on the tequila”.

FESTIVAL OPPORTUNITY
The Boat Race.

BRANDED FESTIVAL 
SOLUTION
Barbour to debut the Oxford v 

Cambridge Coat Race.
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UNEXPLORED
FESTIVAL

TRIBES

WHITTLE &
WHISKERS

tribe

ATTRIBUTES
Whether it’s on the top of the head or 

dangling from the chin, it’s long.

They are the masters of hair that says 

“plant it and it shall grow”. These are the 

rugged outdoorsy men with a passion 

for wood and all the time in the world 

to teach you about their first love. Their 

pace of life is slow as it’s all about the 

journey rather than the destination.

A SOUND BITE
“You’re bleeding”.

“Oh it’s just a splinter. Don’t worry. By 

now I’m probably 50% willow”.

FESTIVAL OPPORTUNITY
Log rolling.

BRANDED FESTIVAL 
SOLUTION
Johnnie Walker to debut the Black 

Label Barrel Walk.
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CHUMMY
MUMMIES

tribe

UNEXPLORED
FESTIVAL

TRIBES

ATTRIBUTES
Middle class Momma’s who have joined 

forces to enjoy the festival at a serene 

pace and in their own, self imposed, 

co-ordinated fancy dress.

They like nothing better than a nice 

cold Chablis under a tree, and never 

go anywhere without their portable 

flutes. Somehow they have every home 

comfort that they could possibly need.

Their children are accustomed to this 

behaviour and don’t bat an eyelid. This 

tribe will not be rushed and they’re 

there to enjoy the hubbub more than 

the music.

A SOUND BITE
“Oh I love this song. Who is this one by 

again?”

FESTIVAL OPPORTUNITY
Picnic rental service.

BRANDED FESTIVAL 
SOLUTION
Waitrose to debut the Waitrose 

Camper Hamper Station.



R E DAC
T E D

R E DAC T E D
R E DAC T E

D

R E DAC T E D

R E DAC T E D

R E DAC T E D

THE HAPPY
MUNDANES

tribe

UNEXPLORED
FESTIVAL

TRIBES

ATTRIBUTES
A fashion sense straight from the 

streets of 1980’s Manchester. It’s a 

look that says “I don’t give a shit. It’s 

practical and it used to fit my older 

brother”.

They spend most of the day recovering 

from the night before and start to sober 

up just before they start all over again.

A SOUND BITE
“Mate, last night was f**king insane -  

I literally can’t remember a thing”.

FESTIVAL OPPORTUNITY
A 24 hour party palace.

BRANDED FESTIVAL 
SOLUTION
Fred Perry to debut the Twisted Melon 

Swingball.
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UNEXPLORED
FESTIVAL

TRIBES

THE
JESTIVALS

tribe

ATTRIBUTES
If you can’t juggle a hacky sack or 

slackline then you’re not in our gang.

This tribe show stereotypically 

introverted traits, but break out from 

this by adopting a character act much 

like the lifestyle of a clown. The act of 

performing forces them to be noticed. 

They are wary of outsiders and only 

breed within their tribe.

They are regularly identifiable by their 

wardrobe which looks as if a morris 

dancer has chosen every item from a 

Thai tourist market.

A SOUND BITE
“............................................................”.

(not a word is spoken, then suddenly an 

unsolicited, barefoot back flip and a sly 

look around to see if anybody noticed)

FESTIVAL OPPORTUNITY
A hidden woodland acrobatics arena.

BRANDED FESTIVAL 
SOLUTION
House of Vans to debut the ‘Off The 

Wall’ Concrete Circus.
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FREE THE
TASSELS

tribe

UNEXPLORED
FESTIVAL

TRIBES

ATTRIBUTES
Imagine if Guillermo Del Toro directed 

a movie about the Free The Nipple 

movement. It’s a look that says “I 

should have been born in 400BC 

Persia...but on second thoughts, we 

nailed it in the creation of yoga pants”. 

Tassels, beads and all things jangly are 

the order of the day when your aim is to 

accessorise your flesh.

This tribe ooze sexual and physical 

confidence and find that by celebrating 

a public taboo, they can help change 

perceptions of what should be 

considered maverick or not.

A SOUND BITE
“Does it look like I’m burning?”.

“Not sure, but you do have a lot of grass 

stuck to your back”

FESTIVAL OPPORTUNITY
A judgement-free sunbathing beach.

BRANDED FESTIVAL 
SOLUTION
Skinny Tan to debut the Sunkissed 

Tanning Mist.
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CLADS CLADS
CLADS 

tribe

UNEXPLORED
FESTIVAL

TRIBES

ATTRIBUTES
Chirpy Essex builders and skilled 

labourers that crowbar themselves into 

someone else’s conversation.

This tribe are happy to delve headlong 

into a high energy conversation and 

immediately assume the self appointed 

position of your new best friend.

After asking you for your name, they’ll 

repeat it back to you in conversation 

much more than necessary to prove 

how much they’ve been listening. 

They’ll probably end an anecdote with 

“I’ll talk to anyone me!”

A SOUND BITE
“They was chanting SO LOUDLY outside 

my tent, so of course I had to go out and 

join ‘em until they’d moved on”

FESTIVAL OPPORTUNITY
A man-cave and team sports 

competitive arena.

BRANDED FESTIVAL 
SOLUTION
Kärcher to debut the Pressure Washer 

Hose Down.
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UNEXPLORED
FESTIVAL

TRIBES

BOLD AGE
PENSIONERS

tribe

ATTRIBUTES
They’re free spirits with free bus 

passes. This tribe have seen and done 

it all and keep coming back for more. 

They may not be at the front of the 

crowd anymore but they’re delighting 

in every second of the festival bedlam.

They’ll be waking up and showered just 

in time to see the late night revellers 

return.

Give them a spot on the ground, a 

sandwich and a newspaper and they’ll 

be settled for the day.

A SOUND BITE
“Look, look, look. Have you seen them? 

Oh, what fun!”

FESTIVAL OPPORTUNITY
An observation tower.

BRANDED FESTIVAL 
SOLUTION
Specsavers to debut the The Eyerise 

Building.
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